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“Let us make a special effort to stop communicating with each other, so we can have some conversation.” — Mark Twain

We live in the information age. We text, tweet, email and post constantly as we walk about with phones in our hands or stare at computers on our
desks. Hours are spent touching icons and scrolling screens. We are in constant communication, but as Mark Twain says, let’s stop
communicating so we can have a conversation.

A conversation is an exchange of ideas. An idea is a formulated thought or opinion. Conversations are verbal and nonverbal. The nonverbal
conversation involves observing body language, tone of voice and attitude when conversing with another person. The nonverbal communication
with sculpture is the visual discussion that the sculptures convey between each other, within the environment and with the viewer. The verbal
conversation is the statement provided by the artists that presents their ideas and concepts in words. Conversations by their very nature are
interactive. Conversations in Sculpture is about the art and artist initiating conversations.

The works created by the eleven artists in Conversations in Sculpture explore topics such as: global warming, home and cohabiting, inner and
outer space, nature verses man, opposites, visual communication, technology, chirality, conflict, Tetris and geometry in nature. As one would
expect, the art is as diverse at the topics and are executed in a wide variety of materials including, steel, ceramics, wood, concrete, porcelain,
Styrofoam, solar kinetics and polyester webbing. Some sculptures are traditional objects created in the studio. Some works are site specific.
Some works were created just for this exhibition.

Itis also a diverse group of artists. The group consists of five women (Terry Berlier, Dee Briggs, Linda Fleming, Jin Lee and Sabine Reckewell)
and six men (Joey Enos, JP Long, Nathan Lynch, Mark Malmberg, Welat Najeeb, and Gregory Pagel). They come from various geographic
regions: Bay Area, East Coast and the Middle East. The artists each approach their work in unique ways. Some work abstractly and others are
representative. Some engage in social commentary such as voicing concern for the environment and others offer the purity of the object. Some
of the work has a performative quality.

The elements that pull Conversations in Sculpture together are the shared colors, patterns, materials and forms. Lynch, Fleming, Long and Enos
employ colors. Pagel and Malmberg share pattern. Reckewell and Berlier share linear form. Briggs, Lee and Najeeb use steel with dramatically
different results.

All the artists are showing for the first time at Paradise Ridge Winery. Each artist has provided a statement about their work and has posed a
question to serve as a conversation starter.

So as you walk through the exhibit, put your phone away. Observe how the sculptures interact with the environment and each other. Consider
the questions and learn about the ideas. Most importantly, however, have some conversation.
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TERRY BERLIER | This Side Up, Handle With Care, 2012
Reclaimed Douglas fir and piano strings — 15'x 15'x 9'

This Side Up, Handle With Care transforms the skeleton of the artist's home into a
precisely half-size wooden frame model that is half right-side up, and the other half
upside down. Virtually twisting the home in the middle to create a vortex. The walls are
constructed of piano strings installed at twelve-inch intervals, creating an opportunity for
the home to be played with violin bows, plucked or as an Aeolian harp. While the piano
strings offer audible and interactive elements, they also provide structural support to the
piece by drawing on suspension bridge technologies. The entire structure resonates, so if
you gently rest your ear on any part of the wood surface, you will hear the piece
differently. The piece makes literal and metaphorical reference to the nature of
cohabiting: the pleasure, tension and magic that resonate inside the walls of domesticity,
and a home's capacity to tell a story and record history.

“Her participatory sculpture invites viewers to understanding that “home” is an activity not a static object, something that must be
made and remade through our own efforts.” - Eleanor Heartney, Independent Cultural Critic and Author

Question: How do you define home?

Terry Berlier is an interdisciplinary artist who works primarily with sculpture and expanded media. Her kinetic, interactive and/or sound
based practice focus on the environment, queer practice and ideas of nonplace/place. She has exhibited extensively in solo and
group shows both nationally and internationally including the San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, Contemporary Jewish Museum
of San Francisco, Catherine Clark Gallery, Babel Gallery in Norway, Richard L. Nelson Gallery at UCD, Center for Contemporary Art
in Sacramento, Kala Art Institute Gallery in Berkeley, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, Weston Art Gallery in Cincinnati, Ohio,
Pro Arts Oakland, Natural Balance in Girona Spain and FemArt Mostra D'Art De Dones in Barcelona Spain. She received a MFA from
University of California, Davis and a BFA from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. She currently is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Art and Art History at Stanford University.

www.terryberlier.com
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